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inadequate. If I could visit Europe as a mere
looker-on, careless and indifferent in respect to
the great questions which agitate it, I might possi-
bly be benefited by it. But this I cannot do, and
I can ill bear any additional excitement. But,
believe me, I feel none the less grateful to our
dear and generous friend Sturge, and to thyself
for your kindness.

" I am glad to hear that thou art now a ' free
laborer' in the cause of freedom, and peace, and
humanity. I have often marveled at the vast
amount of labor performed by thee in addition to
thy daily and engrossing business, in behalf ' of
these objects; and for thy sake as well as for
theirs, I am. glad thou art able to bear what
Charles Lamb calls ' the dull drudgery of the
desk's hard wood.' Thou wilt, I apprehend, find
no lack of occupation. The church is not yet
right on the question of slavery. The nominal
orthodoxy of the land has sorely suffered through
the conduct of its leaders in opposing the cause of
practical righteousness. No man can do more
than thyself to change this state of things. The
Free Mission movement has already done immense
good; the old boards will all be compelled soon to
take the same ground and maintain it.

" Then in the matter of political action, strong
as is my confidence in the good intentions of the
great mass of Free Soilers, and well satisfied as I
am with the result of their labors thus far, I am
not without fear that they may be drawn into some
unworthy compromise. We need all thy vigilance
and wisdom to keep us straight in the line of prin-